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Severe drought exposed Alabama’s and
Georgia’s mismanagement of water resource

By JOE COOK o Georgia dams. He reiterated his .
and APRIL HALL : stance last week at a press
{ nthe midstof our region’s  conference on the grounds of the
worst drought on record, .. Farley Nuclear Plant near the
Georgia and Alabama's - . Alabama-Georgia bordet.
" governors have engaged in a . Meanwhile, Georgia Gov. Sonn

battle of finger-pointing. The heart . Perdue continually leverages U.S
of the fight stems from operations congressional delegates to
of dams owned by the U.S. Army  intervene on his state’s behalf.
Corps of Engineers. - = - In fact, Georgia is now trying t
But what our rivers and leverage the president to declare
reservoirs need is a lot less finger- a state of emergency and thus
pointing and a lot more actionon ~ bypass the federal Endangered
the part of our states’ leaders and  Species Act and keep more wate;

citizens. o _ in Lake Lanier. Gov. Riley followe
As the drought has worsened,  up. with his own letter to the
the Corps of Engineers has ' Dbresident warning of impacts to
managed to appease neither dow1_1§trean_1 industries and com-
Georgia nor Alabama, - munities.
indeed, earlier this month, - . Regardless of the back-and- -
Alabama Gov. Bob Riley sent a forth of state-level political ploys
scathing letter to the corps in it appears that a federal judge wi
response to reduced flows at ultimately decide how these

_ waters are divvied up, In
Joe Cook is executive directorof the ~ September, mulii-year court-

Coosa River Basin Initiative in ordered mediation sessions aime
Rome, Ga. April Hall is a watershed ~ at reaching a water sharing
protection specialist with the . agreement for the Alabama-Coos.

Alabama Rivers Alliance :
(www. AlabamaRiversA llz'ar; ce.org).
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2xposed lake bed, above, i shown at Lake Lanierin Buford, Ga.
:rs throughout the Southeast are turning to dust and fowns are
atening to ration dwindling water supplies as the region struggles
an epic drought. At right, Georgia Gov. Sonny Perdue, left, and
'ama Giev. Bob Riley are shown at a news conference in Colum-
Ga., in August 2006 to diszuss the ending of the water-sharing’
ute between the two states, - :
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a-Georgia water divide

han 100 withdrawals, with 56

tempt to try to manage
them. Conservation measures have only been

implemented in a handful of Alabama cities;. . -
nd even then with great reluctance and

 Tallapoosa river system were
termiriated

Corps of Enginecrs has taker
brunt of the states”angst:duringthis water !
crisis, the corps is nat the only source of our-
water woes,.as:our leaders would have us-

;believe, .+ - .. ._

“Moreoy is curréntlyno ™ :
enforceable ‘policy in‘Alabama tohelpallocate
and conserve wafer, 7 T
- Iithe troubled waters flowing ‘across state
lines are ‘ever to be peacefut, our leaders'must -
‘take twoimportant steps::. - . . . .. -
¥ Georgia; and Metro Atlanta in particular;:
st meet conservation requiremerits already

- Asignificant cause of these conflié
faiture on the part of hoth Georgia and
?mvmﬁm to wisel anage our,staf,

Utriigeols consimptive
00sa and Chattahoochee. & |
scheduled to be'adopted by the .

ure in'2008, Georgia river © .+,

utlined i existing plans and En«mmmm,.:.m,

nplished by adopting and-

labama should follow Georgia’s lead and
mmediately developing.a plan; that will -




